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Our students are 
inspired to be 
innovative and 
ambitious in all 

endeavours.



The British International School Puxi is a vibrant learning 
community offering an outstanding education to a 
truly international student body. With over 11 years of 
history offering the English National Curriculum & the 
IB Diploma Programme, our students achieve at the 
highest academic levels and access the most prestigious 
universities worldwide. Our modern campus is ideally 
situated within a very popular expatriate residential 
area and provides great facilities for great learning, in 
and beyond the curriculum. We develop students who 
understand and display internationalism, leadership 
and concern for others, through an innovative academic 
programme coupled with first rate extra-curricular and 
pastoral provision.

About Our School

  British International School of 
Shanghai is building a strong, well-rounded 
curriculum, and where other schools 
have pulled budgets and time away from 
PE, Art, Music and general learning, BISS 
strengthened these areas.  

— BISS Parent
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Welcome to Our School

A Note to our Parents
Dear Parents, 

Welcome to the British International 
School Shanghai, Puxi.  We are 
a school for children of all ages 
whose aim is to help our students 
to develop and grow through the 
English National Curriculum. 
This guide is about our primary 
school, which is a community of 
approximately 800 children aged 
from 2 to 11.

We aim to give you an introduction 
to what your child will learn 
throughout these stages of the 
primary school.   More than this, we 
hope it will give you a sense of our 
educational philosophy, which is 
about putting children in situations 
that enable them to be happy, to 
thrive, to grow and to progress at the 
right rate for them. 

A guide like this can only tell you 
so much, and we very much look 
forward to being able to meet you 
in person and talk more fully about 
how we might be able to be part of 
your child’s education.

Dr Neil Hopkin 
Principal
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Teaching and Learning

Here at our school, we follow the UK education 
system, although we change it in places to make sure 
it is right for people living and working in Shanghai. 

Overview
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The UK system divides a child’s 
time at school into sections, called 
Key Stages.  Our primary school 
works with children aged between 2 
and 11, before children move on to 
our secondary school to finish their 
school years.

benchmarked against the national 
population ensures that we 
know where every child is in their 
learning.  This allows us to make 
sure that children are making 
progress from the first day they 
spend in school, regardless of the 
educational system they have come 
from.
 

We benefit from the secure 
framework provided by the English 
National Curriculum.  Teachers, 
largely recruited from the UK, 
are trained and experienced 
in delivering it, and the wealth 
of resources and assessment 
material ensures that children 
learn effectively right from the first 
lesson.

We place a strong emphasis on 
skills in English Literacy and 
Mathematics and teachers ensure 
that the fundamental building 
blocks are placed early and then 
reinforced regularly.  Curricular 
breadth is also important, with 
teachers drawing on a mix of their 
own experience and support from 
subject specialists to deliver a wide 
range of other subjects.

Our use of assessment tools 
developed in the UK and 

Primary education covers 
three stages, called the 
Early Years Foundation 
Stage (EYFS), Key Stage 1, 
and Key Stage 2:
 EYFS – ages 2 to 5 – pre-

nursery, nursery, reception;

 Key Stage 1 – ages 5 to 7 – 
year 1 and year 2;

 Key Stage 2 – ages 7 to 11 – 
year 3 to year 6.
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We see education as a 
partnership between home and 
school, and communication 
with parents is central to 
helping children achieve their 
best. 

We have lots of systems to help us 
communicate:
• Our website is a good place to 

find news and information about 
school life and work;

• Our Parent Teacher Association 
(PTA) helps to arrange events for 
the whole school community;

• Parent-teacher conferences allow 
us to have formal discussions 
about children’s progress;

• Termly curriculum letters keep 
parents updated about the topics 
that will be coming up;

• ‘Room Parents’ help to 
communicate with all the other 
parents of children in a class;

• A child’s primary home school 
communication book carries 
messages home to parents;

• Weekly class news let parents 
know exactly what topics will 
be covered in school (these are 
found on our website);

• Regular workshops for parents 
explain the curriculum;

• The Principal holds regular 
‘morning teas’ for parents;

• Parents’ representatives act as 
‘critical friends’.

• And finally, our email subscription 

Communication with parents

service allows us to keep parents 
up-to-date with all that is taking 
place in the school.

We don’t restrict ourselves to these, 
however. We welcome contact 
from parents at any point, whether 
dropping in informally at the 
beginning or end of the day, talking 
by phone, asking a question by 
e-mail, or making an appointment 
to talk about something that needs 
a little more time and focus. 
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Our Beliefs & Values

We feel strongly that education 
is much more than just tests, 
homework and examinations, 
although children will, of 
course, have some of each of 
these! 

Everything we do at school is 
underpinned by our beliefs and 
values, and everything is intended 
to help children flourish and thrive.

We value each student as an 
individual, and we recognise that 
every child has unique aspirations.  
This means that we provide a 
secure foundation for growth 
through learning and development 
that is planned around a child’s 
individual needs and interests.  We 
create meaningful opportunities to 
allow everyone to make as much 
progress as they can and achieve 
their potential.

We provide a happy, safe, secure 
and inspirational learning 
environment.  In it, we set the 
highest possible standards in 
learning, development and care 
to ensure that we start making a 
difference to every child as soon as 
they start in our school.

We believe in listening to adults 
and children. We create an open 
and honest partnership between 

parents and our teachers, in which 
regular communication and mutual 
support is fundamental.  This helps 
us get the little things right, as well 
as tackle the big issues.

We make your children – our 
students - feel valued, by promoting 
a culture of mutual respect and 
understanding.  We set an example 
to all our students.  We know that 
celebrating achievement is one 
of the best ways of motivating 
children to learn, and we look for as 
many ways of rewarding success as 
possible.

  We value each student as an 

individual, and we recognise that every 

child has unique aspirations.   

Our teachers 
are trained to 
optimize the 
learning potential 
of each child
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Rewards & Achievements

We feel strongly that education 
is much more than just tests, 
homework and examinations, 
although children will, of 
course, have some of each of 
these! 

Everything we do at school is 
underpinned by our beliefs and 
values, and everything is intended 
to help children flourish and thrive.

We value each student as an 
individual, and we recognise that 
every child has unique aspirations.  
This means that we provide a 
secure foundation for growth 
through learning and development 
that is planned around a child’s 
individual needs and interests.  We 
create meaningful opportunities to 
allow everyone to make as much 
progress as they can and achieve 
their potential.

We provide a happy, safe, secure 
and inspirational learning 
environment.  In it, we set the 
highest possible standards in 
learning, development and care 
to ensure that we start making a 
difference to every child as soon as 
they start in our school.

We believe in listening to adults 
and children. We create an open 
and honest partnership between 
parents and our teachers, in which 

regular communication and mutual 
support is fundamental.  This helps 
us get the little things right, as well 
as tackle the big issues.

We make your children – our 
students - feel valued, by promoting 
a culture of mutual respect and 
understanding.  We set an example 
to all our students.  We know that 
celebrating achievement is one 
of the best ways of motivating 
children to learn, and we look for as 
many ways of rewarding success as 
possible.

  We value each student as an 
individual, and we recognise that every 
child has unique aspirations. 
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In Key Stages 1 and 2, we 
encourage children to be 
academically inquisitive and 
to take responsibility and 
initiative.

We integrate subjects through our 
Themed Learning approach so that 
we can form links between them 
and give coherence to children’s 
learning. We plan our curriculum 
carefully across long, medium and 
short timescales.

Firstly, we choose themes 
across the school so that we 
have continuity and progression 
between year groups.  Secondly, we 
break down our schemes of work 
into termly and half-termly sections 
to make sure that children’s study 
follows a logical progression.  
Finally, we write detailed weekly 
plans, so that we match teaching 
methods, activities and resources 
to the needs of all the children 
in a class.  This also lets us 
communicate clearly with parents 
what we are covering with children.

As children progress through 
Key Stage 2, we ensure that the 
standards achieved by our year 6 
students prepare them for the best 
possible transfer to our secondary 
school.   They leave us not only 
with a wide knowledge base, but 
as independent learners who are 

Key Stages 1&2

able to organise and explain their 
thoughts and take risks when they 
learn.

Our curriculum aims:
• to provide a stimulating, 

happy, friendly environment;
• to allow organised, 

structured, and secure 
learning;

• to build self-confidence and 
increase respect for self, 
others and the environment;

• to develop children’s natural 
curiosity and foster a desire 
to learn;

• to provide activities that 
allow skills to be practised 
and knowledge to be 
acquired;

• to create and celebrate 
success;

• for children to be self-reliant 
and self-disciplined;

• for children to co-operate and 
form relationships, laying the 
foundations for success in 
adult life.
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English Literacy

We teach English Literacy 
through the National 
Curriculum Literacy 
Framework, which concentrates 
on the key skills that children 
need to get the most out of 
all their learning at school: 
speaking, listening, reading and 
writing.  

English Literacy skills run right 
through the curriculum, and our 
teachers use a cross-curricular 
approach whenever they can 
so that children’s learning is 
constantly being reinforced.  

We encourage children to speak 
clearly, thinking about the needs 
of the listener.  Exposure to a range 
of situations encourages them 
to adapt what they say to the 
audience. Teachers help children 
to learn to express their ideas 
and feelings through role plays 
and drama activities.  Practice 
at speaking and listening means 
that children understand and gain 
confidence in both roles.

We foster a love of reading through 
a range of books that inspire and 
inform children. We start with a 
letters and sounds programme to 
develop skills in early reading, using 
books carefully banded to provide 
a progression of reading levels. 
By the time children finish in our 

primary school, they are reading 
independently from the range of 
high quality books in our extensive 
library: not only decoding words, 
but able to understand and discuss 
what they have read.

Children begin their writing journey 
with mark-making and creating 
imaginary worlds. They develop 
writing in a wide range of genres: 
stories, letters, information, poetry, 
diaries and reports amongst them.  
Spelling is a key aspect of writing, 
and our teachers use a range 
of ‘word wizardry’ activities to 
develop this important skill. 
Language is central to everything 
at school. By ensuring that children 
develop key skills in a supportive 
environment, we set them on 
the right path for all their future 
education.  Reinforcing language 
work in every other part of the 
primary curriculum means that 
children learn quickly and enjoy 
using their new skills.
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Mathematics

In mathematics, we help 
children to make sense of the 
numbers, patterns and shapes 
they see in the world around 
them. 

In an increasingly digital world, 
children need to develop different 
ways of handling data, and our 
daily maths lessons introduce 
and reinforce concepts, skills 
and thinking strategies that are 
essential for future learning and 
everyday life.  Confidence with 
numbers derives from strong 
foundations, and we spend a lot 
of time developing quick and easy 
familiarity with fundamental rules 
and number relationships.

Lessons normally include mental 
maths starters, independent or 
small group activities on a main 
topic, and activities at the end 
where we revise what has been 
covered and check understanding.  
We emphasise individual learning 
so that children make progress at 
the best possible rate, and we place 
children in sets by ability in Key 
Stage 2 and Year 2 to help with this.

We base our curriculum on the UK 
primary framework, centred on 
seven strands:
• using and applying;
• counting and understanding 

number;

• knowing and using number facts;
• calculating;
• understanding shape;
• data handling;
• measuring.

For each of these, we plan and 
deliver activities that allow 
children to use and apply their 
mathematical skills in familiar 
situations. Children are encouraged 
to investigate their own ideas 
and find solutions through 
self-discovery, explaining their 
understanding and the processes 
they used.  They discover that 
maths is useful and fun, and they 
build strong foundations for future 
learning.
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Science

Our science curriculum engages 
young minds with a practical 
approach. We ensure that 
our children develop a sense 
of enquiry, investigating and 
experimenting with interest, 
enjoyment, confidence and 
curiosity. 

Children develop a scientific 
approach to problems, and 
understand how fundamental 
scientific concepts relate to the 
observations that they make. 

We encourage them to ask and 
answer questions, learning to 
make sense of the world around 
them.  They learn the tools of the 
scientist’s trade: familiarity with 
scientific apparatus, measurement 
techniques and how to conduct 
a fair test.  Access to purpose 
built science laboratories helps 
children to learn care and precision: 
important skills for high quality 
experimental work. We assess 
them both on their knowledge 
and understanding and their 
experimental ability, to make 
sure that key concepts are well 
established for the future.

Scientific skills and knowledge are 
taught as three key areas:
• life processes;

• materials and their properties;
• physical processes. 

Children meet these three areas 
repeatedly in different topics 
throughout Key Stages 1 and 2, 
developing an ever deepening 
understanding of the science of 
living things, of the building blocks 
of matter, and the fundamental 
laws of the universe. 

The concept of forming a 
hypothesis and testing it in a 
reliable and repeatable fashion 
extends far beyond science.  
Through their work in the 
laboratories, children discover a 
way of thinking about problems 
that extends across the whole 
curriculum.  Having fun and 
discovering how the universe works 
is a bonus!
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Art

Art is a source of inspiration, 
enjoyment and fulfillment. 
Through art, we provide 
situations in which children 
learn to express their thoughts 
and emotions, use their 
imaginations, experiment and 
develop creativity.

A careful combination of structure 
and free-expression allows children 
to develop technical skills and 
different ways of looking at the 
world around them. We find 
opportunities for children to: 
• explore a wide range of media, 

tools and techniques;
• improvise and depict imagined 

worlds;
• learn how to model the real world 

through the arts; 
• use their senses to develop 

imaginative ideas;
• explore, investigate and 

experiment;
• be involved in design and 

craftwork in two and three 
dimensions;

• work on projects as part of a 
group;

• evaluate and express opinions 
about their own and others 
artwork.

Children learn to use specific 
vocabulary to evaluate and explain 
other people’s artistic work, 
developing analytical and critical 

thinking skills.  Art links closely to 
different areas of the curriculum, 
and our teachers link art to a variety 
of subjects in the curriculum.

Art is fun and creative, but it also 
extends far beyond the skills 
taught. Through art, we help them 
learn to participate in and respond 
to the creative and cultural life of 
their communities, an important 
strand in their continued social 
and emotional development as 
confident and caring people.
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Mandarin

Children, from beginners 
to native speakers, enjoy 
the opportunity of learning 
Mandarin with us.  Familiarity 
with Mandarin allows children 
to relate to the life they see 
around them every day in China 
and to make the most of their 
time here.

We offer lessons tailored to 
different levels to ensure that 
everyone makes as much progress 
as possible.  To place children in 
the right ability group, we evaluate 
new students on arrival. Beginners 
classes welcome those children 
new to the language whilst children 
with previous experience are 
streamed appropriately. Students 
are assessed regularly throughout 
the year to make sure they are in 
appropriate sets.  

Through our Mandarin teaching, we 
help everyone to: 
• develop interest in and 

enjoyment of the language;
• learn to understand instructions 

in class and other simple 
dialogues;

• build up a range of vocabulary 
about school and home life;

• respond to questions in complete 
sentences;

• read and write commonly-used 
characters;

• learn about traditional Chinese 

festivals and customs;
• discover more about Chinese 

culture.

Those who start with high 
competence will obviously go much 
further than this, and literature 
forms an important part of the 
course for strong linguists.  We 
take pride in the achievement 
and progress all of our students, 
whether they start as beginners or 
as fluent speakers.

We teach in a lively style, keeping 
children interested through a range 
of activities.  Group and individual 
work are both important, and 
children practise all four language 
skills. Links are made between 
classroom activities and life 
outside school, and we ask parents 
to help by encouraging practice 
opportunities outside school when 
out and about in Shanghai.
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English as a Second Language

We offer help to children who 
don’t speak English as their 
first language, and who need 
extra English support to get 
the most out of the rest of the 
curriculum.

Our EAL programme runs across 
all key stages, with groups at 
different levels to meet children’s 
individual needs.  Some students 
with a low level of English might 
need temporarily to be withdrawn 
from lessons so that specialist EAL 
teachers can quickly improve the 
student’s level in small intensive 
English [IE] classes. 

When children start with us, we 
assess them to evaluate their 
level of English, so that we can 
agree with their parents how their 
needs will best be met.  During 
the school year, we re-assess 
students regularly in class to keep 
track of progress and move them 
to a different group if necessary. 
Students who make sufficient 
progress leave EAL altogether once 
we are sure they can thrive unaided 
in the mainstream curriculum.

In EAL we use the Cambridge 
English Language Assessment 
pathway of success which consists 
of the Young Learners English [YLE] 
exams, Starters, Movers and Flyers. 
These focus on grammar, phonics, 

vocabulary and covering a range 
of topics, together with improving 
reading, writing, listening and 
speaking skills. These areas 
ensure that what children learn is 
immediately relevant to their other 
work and their life at school.

All EAL students also compile a 
language portfolio throughout 
the year which involves everyone 
in self-assessment. Children 
are assisted and encouraged 
to evaluate their own progress, 
selecting pieces of work in which 
they take pride and which they feel 
highlight their developing skills and 
increased abilities.

We teach EAL in a practical, 
interactive way encouraging 
children to use language in both 
personal and academic contexts. 
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Modern Foreign Languages

As an international school, we 
believe strongly in the impor-
tance of children learning about 
the language and culture of 
other countries. 

Children in Years 3 to 6 learn French, 
(extra) Mandarin, Spanish or 
German for 2 sessions per week. In 
these sessions children work on the 
four key language skills: reading, 
writing, speaking and listening. As 
part of the course, our students:
• become more familiar with the 

spoken language;
• learn about the culture of the 

specific country;
• practise communicating in the 

chosen language;
• recognise the links between 

English and the studied language;
• learn about countries around the 

world which use that particular 
language;

• gain confidence in reading and 
writing in the language.

• build a sound base for further 
study in our secondary school.

Children learn and develop their 
competence in languages through 
role-plays and group work, as well 
as traditional reading and writing 
activities. Technology plays an 
important part, and children use 
video and audio recordings, as well 
as ICT activities. All of this helps 
us to ensure that our students 

develop confidence, linguistic skills 
and positive attitudes to language 
learning, preparing them for future 
study.

By the time children finish in the 
primary school, they are able to 
count, to describe themselves 
and talk a little about their lives. 
They are able to express likes and 
dislikes, and respond to simple 
questions in a conversational 
setting. They show their 
international credentials by 
talking about different languages, 
countries and nationalities. Above 
all, through their language learning, 
they have taken a significant step 
towards global citizenship.
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Humanities

Through the humanities, 
children learn about people 
and their effects on the world 
around them.  We inspire our 
students to be curious and 
imaginative about who they 
are, where they have come 
from, where they live and 
where they might be going 
next. 

We encourage children to connect 
the past with the present and the 
future, and we help our students 
to make sense of their place in the 
world.  

Through both history and 
geography, we introduce children to 
important ideas about societies and 
individuals.  Children investigate 
the immediate world around them, 
and think about the globe as a 
whole. We consider the impact that 
human actions have on our planet, 
and we explore the importance of 
developing a sustainable future. 
Through exploring cultures, 
beliefs, values, human rights 
and responsibilities, children 
develop a deeper understanding 
of themselves and others, as well 
as a sense of belonging. They 
investigate how societies are 
organised and shaped by people’s 
values and actions, and how 
differing communities live and work 
together.

Students learn about important 
ideas, like diversity and 
interdependence, fairness, justice 
and democracy.  They explore how 
events that happened long ago in 
a range of countries affect people’s 
lives today, as well as how our 
actions shape the future.  Through 
the humanities, students develop 
higher order thinking skills.  They 
learn to infer information from 
historical sources, and evaluate 
evidence to form reasoned 
arguments and draw carefully 
considered conclusions. Students 
develop an understanding of 
chronology and historical terms 
when talking and writing about the 
past, and they employ geographical 
terms and skills when participating 
in field and map work.  

Our thematic approach develops 
highly successful, confident, 
independent learners, who are 
well prepared to be responsible 
and involved members of their 
communities. 
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Digital Literacy and Computer Programming

Through our Computer 
Programming lessons and 
the integration of technology 
across the curriculum, our 
students become digitally 
literate. 

They are able to use, express 
themselves, and develop their 
ideas through information and 
communication technology.

Students are taught the principles 
of information and computation, 
how digital systems work and 
how to put this knowledge to use 
through programming. Building on 
this knowledge and understanding, 
children are equipped to use 
information technology to create 
programs, systems and a range of 
content.

Children in our care show 
confidence with a range of 
technologies including:

• personal computers, laptops and 
ipads;

• interactive whiteboards;
• digital cameras;
• programmable toys;
• audio and video recording 

equipment;
• data logging devices;
• e-mail and the world wide web.

Through practical experience, 

children start to understand how 
technology is changing the way we 
live and work. Information is widely 
and readily available, and children 
start to learn how to manage it all: 
how to find it, store it and share 
it with others. They discover that 
information needs to be accurate 
and relevant, and what they find 
on the internet may sometimes 
be neither. They learn to use 
technology safely, respectfully and 
responsibly. The computing and 
data handling skills they learn are 
important for their future learning 
and their future lives. 
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Personal, Social, Health & Citizenship Education

As children grow up, we help 
them on the path to becoming 
well-balanced, confident 
and capable global citizens, 
equipped with the life-skills 
they will need for the future.  

They learn how to manage changes 
and emotions, and to recognise 
the causes and effects of their 
own behaviour.  The knowledge, 
skills and understanding for this 
is developed in part across the 
whole curriculum, but some very 
important strands are developed in 
our formal personal, social, health 
and citizenship education lessons.

Children develop personal skills, 
such as how to:
• be more independent, confident 

and mature;
• recognise their own achievements 

and mistakes;
• share their views and listen to 

attractive viewpoint;
• consider fairness, and right and 

wrong;
• set and achieve goals;
• keep themselves safe and 

healthy;
• recognise bodily and emotional 

changes during development.
• They also learn to look outside 

themselves, developing some 
important social skills.  Key 
themes include:

• how their choices affect other 

people and the environment;
• learning about different groups 

in society and how to get on with 
them;

• thinking about how and why rules 
are made and the corresponding 
responsibilities.

In these lessons, a range of 
practical activities teach children 
to communicate effectively with 
a variety of people.  Children are 
asked to show awareness and 
respect for the diverse cultures and 
beliefs of others, as responsible 
citizens of society.  And finally, and 
perhaps as important to them as 
any of these global issues, they 
learn about how to maintain good 
relationship with their peers, family 
and teachers. 
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Music

Experiencing and learning 
about music helps children to 
explore their creativity and 
to express their thoughts and 
feelings.

In music, we help children to 
develop the skills that let them 
engage with many different forms 
of music, learning to work on their 
own or as part of a group.  Children 
quickly learn that their own 
contribution makes a difference to 
the overall performance, and they 
develop a powerful sense of what 
teamwork really is.  Songs from the 
past and from different continents 
help children learn about other 
times and cultures. 

Our programme, delivered by 
specialist music teachers, aims to:
• foster a love of music;
• promote tuneful and expressive 

singing;
• encourage working as part of a 

group;
• build creativity through 

composition;
• teach analytical skills;
• develop a musical vocabulary;
• raise awareness of different 

cultural traditions;
• develop a balance between 

passion and control.

Listening skills are very important 
in music, and we make sure 

children have lots of opportunity 
to practise them.  Children listen 
to many different types of music, 
seeking out both detail and overall 
effect, and learning how and why a 
piece was created.  Analytical skills 
like these will be of great value in 
other subjects in the years to come.

Music is developed throughout 
the curriculum, with songs and 
rhymes appearing in many areas 
of school life.  We encourage 
children to take pride in their own 
accomplishments, and we work to 
help children build self-confidence.  
Music is fun, practical, challenging 
and stimulating, and it helps 
children to achieve highly in other 
areas of life and work.
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Ph ysical Education

All children have PE lessons, 
based on the National 
Curriculum, and delivered by 
specialist PE teachers. The 
lessons are designed to show 
them that exercise and activity 
are important and fun. 

They learn how to prepare for 
and recover from sport and what 
happens to their body when they 
exercise in a variety of ways.  This 
is a vital foundation to help them 
lead active and healthy lives as they 
grow up.

In Key Stage 1, our emphasis is on 
the development of skills through 
individual and small group work.  
Children benefit from access to our 
swimming pool, where a weekly 
lesson builds water confidence and 
stroke technique.  Other lessons 
take place in the sports hall and 
outside, where we teach them 
gymnastics, dance, athletics and 
games.  By watching, listening and 
experimenting with movement and 
ideas, children begin to develop 
their movement and coordination 
and they enjoy expressing and 
testing themselves in a variety of 
situations.  

In Key Stage 2, we build on these 
skills, and encourage children 
to use them in game situations.   
Children become proficient enough 

to enjoy activities like basketball, 
football, touch rugby and netball, 
knowing when to pass, dribble and 
shoot. They also play net and wall 
games: volleyball, badminton and 
short tennis, developing racquet 
skills and improving eye to hand 
coordination.  Rounders, T-ball 
and cricket teach the basic skills of 
throwing, catching and striking a 
ball with a bat, as well as awareness 
of space and movement.

By the end of their time with 
us in the primary school, our 
students are taking part in more 
formal games.  They understand 
the rules and basic strategy of a 
range of sports, they have learned 
to participate as part of a team, 
importantly, they know that games 
are played in the right spirit: a 
blend of competition, cooperation 
and fun, and they can comment on 
their own and others performances.
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Extra Curricular Activities

What goes on in lessons in the 
classroom is important, and we 
know children will enjoy the 
classes they take and be highly 
successful in them. 

To help children achieve their full 
potential, however, we encourage 
students in Key Stages 1 and 2 to 
participate in some extra-curricular 
activities (ECAs) to extend what 
they do during the normal school 
day.

There is a broad mix of activities 
on offer, and everyone should find 
something that they can get excited 
about whether it is an athletic 
pursuit or participating in the Arts. 

Sport can be as part of our Lions 
teams, representing the school, 
or it can be just for fun in a range 
of different team and individual 
sports.  

The arts are well represented, with 
opportunities to dance, to paint or 
draw, to play in the orchestra or in 
various ensembles, or to sing in the 
choir.  Children enjoy all of these 
and more.

 If children want a more academic 
challenge, they can develop 
languages further, join a science 
club, or discover new ways of 
looking at maths.  Or they might 

choose to learn to play chess, sew 
or knit. The precise mix of activities 
varies from term to term but there 
will be plenty to broaden children’s 
minds and develop their skills. 
Activities are run by teachers and 
most are free of charge.

Clubs and activities offer the 
chance for children to take on 
new challenges, to work with 
different people, and to develop 
their confidence and self-esteem 
through what they achieve. Our 
after school programme encourages 
independence, perseverance and 
commitment; we know that those 
children who get involved and 
embrace it fully get a great deal out 
of it.

A note about our activity 
programme

BISCAP (British International 
School Community Activity 
Programme) provides 
additional opportunities for 
our students and the wider 
community to focus on skill 
development in a number of 
areas. BISCAP brings external, 
high-quality coaches and 
organisations into our school so 
that our students do not have 
to travel to other Shanghai 
locations. At present, a variety 
of sporting activities are on 
offer, including swimming, 
football, gymnastics, dance and 
tennis, but we plan to expand 
the programme over time, 
to include other disciplines. 
As with other specialist 
programmes around Shanghai, 
there is a charge for these extra 
BISCAP activities.
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The Arts

We value the Arts because they 
are fun, thought-provoking 
and help our children develop 
confidence and creativity. That 
is why we enrich school life at 
our school with Art, Drama, 
Dance and Music, both in 
the classroom and through a 
wide range of extra-curricular 
opportunities.

Within the curriculum we provide 
our children with a range of 
opportunities to develop their 
intelligence in different areas. We 
challenge and engage by having 
dedicated lessons for Art and 
Dance while Drama is integrated 
across a range of subjects. Music 
is taught by our specialist Music 
team. In addition to this, many 
children opt to have individual 
voice or instrumental lessons. We 
offer a wide range of instruments, 
all of which are taught by our 
experienced peripatetic Music 
teachers.

An important part of the Arts 
is appreciating and discussing 
what others have created. Class 
assemblies allow our children 
to share what they have been 
studying on a regular basis.  These 
small scale productions link to the 
different areas in the curriculum 
and reinforce classroom learning. 
The children are encouraged to be 

imaginative and show their work 
through Art, Dance, Drama and 
Music.

We take great pride in organising a 
number of events where students 
can showcase their fantastic 
work. In Music, we have several 
concerts throughout the year and 
in Art, we have our annual art 
exhibition. We also have our school 
productions in which children of 
all ages put on a variety of shows 
for everyone to enjoy. The Early 
Years’ students have their yearly 
Christmas show, giving many 
children their first experience of 
performing in front of an audience.  
The Key Stage 1 children can 
be a part of a performance of 
storytelling, displaying the artistic 
skills they have developed in their 
extracurricular club or through 
class assemblies. Finally, The Key 
Stage 2 children put on a large 
scale production in the summer. 
Through this process they develop 
their speaking, listening and acting, 
as well as learning about theatre 
production. Enthusiastic young 
artists are able to get involved in set 
design and prop making and learn 
to understand their role in a theatre 
company. 

We ensure all students have the 
opportunity to take part and 
together we help them to discover 

and nurture their talents; whether 
it is learning to play a musical 
instrument, performing on the 
big stage or demonstrating the 
patience and imagination that goes 
into painting a masterpiece.
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Field Trips

Learning outside the classroom 
is an important part of our 
students’ development.  We 
are very fortunate to have 
access to unique resources and 
outstanding opportunities in 
our part of the world. 

Children enjoy a variety of carefully 
planned educational visits, linked 
to their work in class, and we also 
welcome many visitors to school 
to conduct workshops and other 
activities.  Full risk assessments 
ensure that even the most exciting 
and challenging activities are 
completely safe.

Trips help to bring learning alive 
and provide children with a 
practical perspective on what 
they are learning.  Teachers often 
organise a visit before children 
begin a new topic, to provide a 
sense of purpose and excitement 
in advance of the work that they 
undertake in the classroom. 

Our older children have the 
opportunity to go on a residential 
trip, perhaps to stay in the 
mountains or to explore the islands 
of southern China. For some this is 
their first time away from home for 
an extended period, so this is about 
individual and social development 
as well as academic study.   It is also 
an opportunity to develop team-

building and cooperation skills. 
Before during and after a residential 
week, children learn a great deal 
about responsibility, respect and 
independence, and we find that 
these times and places occupy a 
central spot in the memories of 
students for years to come.
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Team Sports

Although PE lessons give all 
our children the chance to 
be involved in sport, many 
children take their sport further 
through their participation in 
our British International School 
Shanghai Lions sports teams.  

From the start of Key Stage 2 
upwards, there are opportunities 
to join swimming, rugby, football 
(both boys and girls) and netball 
teams, and play in tournaments 
and competitions.  Our experienced 
coaches, keen sportsmen and 
sportswomen themselves, 
encourage as many children as 
possible to achieve highly and to 
enjoy playing sport.

For children in the top two years 
of the primary school, there 
are further opportunities, with 
basketball, table tennis, athletics 
and badminton all now available 
as well.  We play in events across 
Shanghai, as part of the China 
International Schools Sports 
Association, and we host events 
ourselves as well.  Children discover 
what it’s like to play at home and 
away, and they experience the joys 
of success as well as the “what 
might have been” moments.  This 
is competitive sport, but we make 
sure that everyone’s feet stay 
firmly grounded, and that we never 
lose our focus on what’s most 

important: playing hard, winning or 
losing with good grace, and sharing 
a great time with children from 
other schools.

We are also a member of FOBISIA 
and each year in May, a group of 
students from Years 4, 5 and 6 will 
have the opportunity to represent 
the school in the U11 FOBISIA 
games.
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Our House System

Our house system helps to 
develop children’s social 
awareness and a sense of pride 
in working as part of a team.  
The house system promotes 
a positive attitude towards 
discipline and encourages a 
competitive nature in which 
children can strive.

Each child joins one of our four 
houses, named to remind us of 
some Chinese highlights :
• our blue house CHANG CHENG, 

the Great Wall of China; 
• our red house JIN MAO, 

Shanghai’s iconic skyscraper;
• our yellow house HUANG HE, the 

Yellow River;
• our green house TAI SHAN, the Tai 

Shan Mountain. 

A spirit of gentle competition 
permeates activities through 
the year.  Children earn house 
points for academic achievement, 
sports and good behavior. These 
points are collected every week 
and celebrated in assemblies. 
Rewarding of points comes with 
great praise and celebration to echo 
the importance and value attached, 
and to motivate children to gain 
more. They system is consistent 
throughout the school so children 
are aware of the underlying 
principles we wish to nurture 
throughout the school.

There are many other inter-house 
competitions, in which children 
have a chance to shine. These 
competitions incorporate all areas 
of the curriculum to be inclusive of 
all academic success.

T-shirts in house colours allow 
the children to feel that they are 
part of something bigger than 
themselves, and we enjoy sharing 
their challenges and successes with 
them.  Sports day is a highlight 
every year, and our teachers help 
children to choose events that 
challenge them and allow them 
to give their best.  Competition is 
always friendly and fun: motivating, 
but never too serious.
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We believe that no-one  
has a limit to their  
potential or ability



Contact us

The British International School, Puxi, Shanghai 
111 Jinguang Road, Huacao Town, Minhang
Shanghai, 201107

上海英国学校浦西校区
上海市闵行区华漕镇金光路111号，201107

Email
admissions@bisspuxi.com

School Website
www.bisspuxi.com

General Enquiries
+86 021 5226 3211

www.bisspuxi.com
Stay Connected


