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Department Minimum 
Professional Requirements: 
 
All our department’s teachers at both 

primary and secondary levels must have 

a specialized qualification in English 

language teaching that is internationally 

recognised and externally assessed such 

as the Cambridge CELTA. 



Who we are: 

Primary Mrs Elaine Waterland 

Ms Holly Dong 

Mrs Sonja Johnson 

Mr Kaz Michalak 



Mrs Elaine Waterland 

 B.Sc in Psychology 

 Swapped a career as a manager in a blue-

chip company for education and teaching. 

 Has taught and worked in education in 

Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea  - for the 

British Council – and for the British School of 

Houston, Texas 



Mrs Holly Dong 

 Educated in Australia receiving a Bachelor in Early 

Childhood Education from the University of 

Melbourne and a Masters in Education from The 

University of Sydney.  

 Is currently working on a Post-graduate Certificate in 

Inclusive Education from the University of New 

England, Australia 

 Has taught in kindergartens and primary schools in 

Sydney and Melbourne. 



Mrs Sonja Johnson 

 A degree in Psychology 

 A long career in training and teaching 

English for Specific Purposes in the 

Middle East, the UK and China 

 Has specialized experience in target 

setting and achievement in both 

education and professional 

environments.  

 



Mr Kaz Michalak 

 BA (Hons) in Music from the Royal 

College of Music, London 

 Over 10 years’ EAL teaching 

experience 

 Main teacher for the German School 

English programmes 



Secondary 

Mr Andy Sheridan 

Mr Mark Burnham 

Ms Anne Burraston 



Mr Andy Sheridan 
 
 Undergraduate degree in English literature 

and history 

 Has worked in China as a teacher and 

teacher trainer for VSO in Jiangsu and on the 

Tibetan plateau 

 Exam Professional Services Manager for the 

British Council, Beijing, managing over 600 

examiners 

 



Mr Mark Burnham 

 Bachelor of Fine Arts 

 University foundation course and curriculum 

manager of Beijing-based programmes for 

Sheffield Hallam University, UK 

 Many years experience in preparing 

overseas students for study at UK and 

international universities 



Anne Burraston 

 University of Sydney: BA in history, French, 

Japanese 

 MA (Applied Linguistics), UNE, Australia 

 20 years’ experience teaching students from 

pre-school age to university professors in 

Sydney, France, Japan, Argentina, China 

(Shanghai, Hong Kong, Beijing) 



Strength in Assessment 

Examiners and/or examiner trainers for: 

 IELTS  

 Cambridge Main Suite: PET, KET, FCE  

 IGCSE E2L  

 

Partner with Cambridge English Language 

Assessment for trial testing 



Our mission: academic and 
pastoral 

 All of our teachers have had long 

experience living and working in other 

cultures and understand the challenges 

of being in a non-native language 

environment. 



• “EAL students receive structured EAL 
lessons each week using levelled materials 
that meet their individual learning needs. 
Meanwhile an EAL teacher is a facilitator 
who builds an inclusive and open 
environment for the students, hence 
supporting students with not only the 
language but also the skills to acquire new 
language and their emotional needs.” 

 
 



“Our mission as an EAL department is to 
provide structured and focused learning 
in a comfortable and supportive 
environment therefore enhancing the 
confidence in our students resulting in 
stretching targets being achieved. 
As teachers we set ourselves high 
standards encompassing passion , 
integrity and drive.” 



“As a teacher: provide a fun and focused 
learning environment which will give the 
students the confidence and desire to 
develop their English skills. 
  
As a department: creating a 
dynamic environment where students are 
challenged to improve at a fast pace.” 



What we do 

 How we assess students for the 

programme 

 The progression within the department 

 Exiting the programme 



Assessment 

 Accurate assessment of a student’s 

level in all major skills (reading, writing, 

listening and speaking) is vital to 

ensure targeted input.  

 The input level needs to be 

comprehensible but challenging:  

 Level +1 

 



CEFR= the Common European 
Framework of Reference for 
Languages 
 
 20 years’ research by Europe’s elite 

language teaching institutions 

 English language research done by 

Cambridge English Language Assessment. 

 Provides a framework of steps to assess 

learner progress 



The CEFR + Cambridge exams 



The CEFR at BSB 



Show cefr level descriptor 

 



CEFR levels at primary 
 

 



CEFR levels for secondary 
subjects : Science 

  

 

 

 

SCIENCE SUBJECTS 

  A1 BREAKTHROUGH A2 WAYSTAGE B1 THRESHOLD 

Listening 

 

Can understand basic words and phrases 
denoting scientific objects, processes and 

equipment when they are spoken clearly. 

 

 

Can follow very simple scientific explanations 
provided that they are given in slow careful 

speech and key vocabulary and concepts have 

been prepared in advance. 

 

Can understand the teacher’s explanations of 
experiments, scientific processes, etc. when 

supported by, e.g., diagrams on the board or 

illustrations in the textbook. 

Can understand the main points of audio–

visual presentations on science topics provided 
that key vocabulary and concepts have been 

prepared in advance. 
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Reading 

 

Can understand labels on diagrams and 

associate them with appropriate pieces of 

equipment. 

Can use diagrams to access the text that 

accompanies them.  

Can follow simple written instructions for 
familiar, previously demonstrated experiments, 

observations, etc. 

Can understand textbook explanations and 

examples provided that new words and 

concepts have been prepared in advance. 

Can follow written directions for simple 

observational or experimental procedures that 

he/she has not encountered before. 

Spoken 

Interaction 

 

Can indicate lack of comprehension and ask for 

assistance with scientific vocabulary. 

Can use basic scientific words and phrases and 
visual support (e.g. pointing, gestures) to 
participate in group work. 

Can use words and phrases from the textbook 
to answer simple questions and participate in 
group work. 

Can engage spontaneously and fully in group 
work (observations, experiments, etc.). 

Can contribute to discussions of observations 
and experiments carried out in class. 

 

S 
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E 
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I 

N 
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Spoken 

Production 

 

Can say basic words and phrases denoting 
scientific objects, processes and equipment 

Can use a series of phrases and sentences to 
give a simple description/explanation of basic 
scientific processes. 

Can give a short connected description/ 
explanation of scientific processes with which 
he/she is familiar. 
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Writing 

 

Can use basic scientific words to label charts 
and diagrams. 

Can write basic scientific words into a gapped 

text. 

Can draw diagrams that illustrate basic 
scientific processes and simple experiments.  

Can use phrases and sentences to write simple 
descriptions of experiments when guided by a 

writing frame. 

Can use phrases and sentences to write simple 

text to accompany scientific diagrams.  

Can use phrases and sentences to make simple 

notes about observations, experiments, etc. 

carried out in class. 

Can use notes, headings and reference works 
to write short connected descriptions of 

scientific experiments, processes or concepts. 

Can contribute short connected text to group 

projects. 

Can write short connected summaries of 

observations, experiments, etc. carried out in 

class.  

 



CEFR subject levels for 
Secondary: Humanities 

  

 

HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY 

  A1 BREAKTHROUGH A2 WAYSTAGE B1 THRESHOLD 

Listening 

 

Can understand basic words that arise in 

mainstream history and geography classes 

when they are spoken slowly and clearly. 

Can follow simple explanations in the 

mainstream history or geography class 

provided that they are given in slow careful 

speech and key vocabulary and concepts have 
been prepared in advance. 

Can understand the teacher’s introductions to 

new topics in the mainstream history or 

geography class provided that key vocabulary 

and concepts have been prepared in advance. 

Can follow the main points of media 

presentations on familiar historical or 

geographic topics. 
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Reading 

 

Can understand key words, e.g. names of 

people and places, in history and geography 

textbooks. 

 

Can extract specific information from history 

and geography textbooks.  

Can use illustrations, graphs, tables, etc. to 

access the main ideas of units in history and 
geography textbooks. 

Can follow simple written instructions for 

familiar learning procedures in history and 
geography textbooks 

Can use reference works to enhance 

understanding of the history or geography 

textbook. 

Can read simple texts about people and places 
in other times and other places for interest as 

well as for study purposes. 

Spoken 
Interaction 

 

Can indicate lack of comprehension and ask for 

assistance with vocabulary specific to 

history/geography. 

Can use basic words and phrases and visual 
support (e.g. pointing to appropriate pictures 
or graphics in the textbook) to participate in 
group work. 

Can use words and phrases from the textbook 
to answer simple questions and participate in 
group work. 

 

Can engage spontaneously and fully in group 
work (e.g., history or geography projects), 
though he/she will still need help with 
unfamiliar words and concepts. 

Can contribute to class discussions of historical 
and geographical topics. 
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N 
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Spoken 

Production 

 

Can say basic words that arise in mainstream 
history and geography classes. 

Can use phrases and sentences to give a very 
simple account of people, events, places, etc. 
dealt with in the mainstream history or 
geography class.  

Can give short connected accounts of people, 
events, places, etc. dealt with in the 
mainstream history or geography class. 
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Writing 

 

Can copy facts from simple history and 

geography texts.  

Can draw on the textbook to fill in names and 

subject–specific terms in gapped history and 

geography texts. 

Can draw and label simple time-lines and 
maps. 

Can use phrases and sentences to write simple 

accounts of people, events, places, etc. dealt 
with in the mainstream history or geography 

class. 

Can use phrases and sentences to write simple 

text to accompany timelines, maps, etc. 

Can use phrases and sentences to make simple 

notes about topics dealt with in the history or 

geography class. 

Can write a short connected account of an 

event in history as a first person narrative. 

Can write a short connected description of a 

geographical region or product. 

Can contribute short connected text to group 

projects. 

Can write short connected summaries of topics 

studies in the history or geography class. 

 



Our tests and materials are all 
linked to the CEFR to ensure 
assessment is accurate from the 
beginning: 

 Entrance test (Oxford Online Test) 

 Super Minds + level tests in primary 

 Messages + KET/PET/FCE and IGCSE 

for Secondary 

 



The Key English Test and 
the Preliminary English 
Test 

 

These are Cambridge  
examinations. 

 

They use the CEFR to describe 
your child’s  English level. 

 

The exams are done on 
computer and the results are 
sent to Cambridge in the UK to 
be marked. 

 

Students receive an 
internationally recognized 
certificate. 

 

  



How we use the CEFR to track 
assessment in primary: 

  
INITIA

L         
TERM 

1          
TERM 

2         

END 
OF 

YEAR     
L S R W   L S R W   L S R W   L S R W 

                                      

            A1.3       B1.1   A2.1 A2.1   B1.2     A1.3 

          A2.1 A1.3 A1.3 A1.2   B1.1 A1.3 A2.1 A1.1   B1.1   B1.1 A2.1 

A2.1 A2.1 A1.1     A2.2 A2.1 A2.1 A1.3   B1.2 A2.1 A2.2 A1.2   B1.2   B1.2 A2.2 

A2.2 A1.3 A1.1 A1.1   A2.2 A2.1 A2.1 A1.2   B1.1 B1.1 A2.1 A1.3   B1.2   B1.1 A2.1 

A2.1 A1.2   A1.2   A2.3 A1.3 A1.1 A1.2   B1.1 A1.3 A2.1 A1.2   B1.2   B1.1 A2.1 

A1.1   A1.2 A1.2   A2.2 A2.1 A1.3 A1.3   B1.1 A2.1 A2.2 A1.3   B1.1   B1.1 A2.2 

A2.1 A1.1 A1.2 A1.1   A2.3 A1.3 A2.1 A1.3   B1.2 A2.2 A2.2 A1.2       A2.3 A2.2 

A1.1 A1.1 A1.1 A1.1   A2.1 A1.1 A2.1 A1.2   B1.2 A2.1 A2.1 A1.2   B1.2   B1.2 A2.2 

A2.2 A1.1 A1.3     A2.2 A1.3 A2.1 A1.3   B1.1 A1.3 A2.2 A2.1   B1.2   B1.2 A2.2 

A1.3 A1.2 A1.1     A2.1 A1.3 A2.1 A1.2   B1.1 A2.1 A2.2 A1.2   B1.2   B1.2 A2.1 

                                      

            A1.3 A1.2 A1.3   A2.3 A1.3 A1.2 A1.1   B1.1   B1.1 A2.1 

          B1.2 A1.3       B1.1 A2.2 A1.3 A1.2   B1.2   B1.1 A2.1 

A2.2 A1.1 A1.2 A1.1   A2.1 A2.3 A1.3       A2.1 A2.1 A2.1   B1.2   B1.2 A2.2 

A2.2 A1.2 A2.2 A1.2   A2.2 A2.1 B1.2 A1.2   B1.2 A2.2 A2.2 A1.2   B1.1   B1.2 A2.3 

B1.1 A1.3 A1.2     B1.1 A2.1 A2.3     B1.1 A2.2 A2.1 A1.1   B1.2   B1.1 A2.1 

A2.2 A2.1 A1.1 A1.1   B1.1 A2.2 A2.3 A1.3     A2.2 A2.2 A1.2   B1.2   B1.2 B1.1 

A2.2 A1.3 A2.1 A1.2   B1.1 A1.3 A2.2 A1.3   B1.1 A2.2 A1.3 A2.1   B1.2   B1.2 A2.2 

A2.2 A1.2 A1.1 A1.2   A2.3 A1.3 A2.1 A1.3   B1.1 A1.3   A1.3   B1.2   A2.2 A2.2 

A2.3 A2.2 A1.1       B1.1 A1.3     B1.1 B1.2   A2.3   B1.3   B1.2 A2.2 

A2.2 A1.2 A1.3 A1.2   A2.2 A1.2 A2.2 A1.3   B1.1 A2.2 B1.1 A2.2   B1.1   B1.2 B1.1 

A2.2 A1.2 A1.3 A1.2   B1.1 A1.3 A2.3 A1.2   B1.2 A1.3 A2.2 A2.1   B1.2   B1.2 A2.3 

                                      

B1.2 A2.3 A2.2     
A2.3/B1

.1* B1.1 A2.3 A2.1   
B1.1 A2.3 B1.1 A2.2   B1.1   B1.2 A2.3 

A2.2 A1.2 A1.3 A2.2   B1.1 B1.3 A2.2 A2.1   B1.1 B1.2 B1.2 A2.3   B1.3   B1.2 B1.1 

B1.1 A1.3 B1.1 A1.3     A1.3 A2.3 A2.1   B1.1 A2.2 B1.1 A2.1   B1.1   B1.2 A2.2 

A2.2 A2.1 A1.3 A1.2   B1.1 B1.1 A2.3 A1.2   B1.2 B1.1 A2.2 A2.3   B1.2   B1.1 A2.3 

A2.1 A1.3 A1.3 A1.3   B1.2 A2.2 B1.1 A1.3   B1.2 A2.3 B1.2 A2.2   B1.2   B1.3 A2.2 

A2.2 A2.2 A1.3 A1.2   B1.1 A2.2 B1.1     B1.2 A2.2 B1.1 A2.3       B1.2 B1.1 

A2.2 A2.1 A2.1 A1.3   A2.3 B1.2 A2.2 A2.1   B1.2 B1.2 B1.1 A2.2   B1.2   B1.2 B1.1 

B1.1 A2.3 B1.1     B1.1 B1.1 B1.1 A2.3   B1.1 B1.1 A2.2 B1.2   B1.1   B1.2 B1.1 

A2.3 A2.3 A1.3 A1.1   A2.3 A2.2 B1.1 A2.1   B1.3 B1.1 B1.1 A2.2   B1.2   B1.2 A2.3 

B1.1 A2.1 A1.3 A1.1   B1.2 B1.2 B1.1 A2.1   B1.3 B1.3 B1.1 A2.3   B1.3   B1.3 B1.1 

A2.3 B1.1 A1.3 A1.2   B1.3 B1.3 B1.1 A2.1   B1.2 B1.3 B1.1 A2.1   B1.3   B1.3 A2.3 

A2.3 A2.1 A1.3 A1.3   B1.2 A2.2 A2.3 A2.3   B1.3 A2.3 B1.1 B1.1   B1.2   B1.3 B1.1 

                                      



How we use it to track in 
Secondary: 

Initial Placement Test Aug 2013 October 2013 Mid-term exam         Dec  2103 CB PET         Feb  2014           May-14  CB PET           

R W L S KET/PET R W L S Overall Result CB PET R W L S Overall Result KET/PET R W L S  Overall Result CB PET R W L S Overall Result 

B1.2 B1.1 B1.2 A2.1 PET 26 (74%) 11 (73%) 18 (72%) 12.5 (50%) 68 = A2.3 
Narrow 
fail CB PET B/line Except'al Weak B/line 77% Pass PET 26 (74%) 10 (67%) 22 (88%) 22.5 (90%) 81 = B1.2 Pass Plus CB PET Except Except Except B/line 87% Pass Merit 

A2.2 B1.1 B1.2 B1.2 PET 20 (57%) 12 (80%) 20 (80%) 20 (80%) 72=B1.1 Pass CB PET Weak Except'al Good B/line 82% Pass PET 26 (74%) 10 (67%) 21 (84%) 22.5 (90%) 80 = B1.2 Pass Plus CB PET Good B/line Except Good 87% Pass Merit 

A2.2 A2.2 B1.2 A2.2 PET 20 (57%) 10 (67%) 15 (60%) 20 (80%) 65 = A2.3 
Narrow 
fail CB PET Weak Good Weak B/line 69% CEFR A2 PET 18 (51%) 7 (47%) 23 (92%) 22.5 (90%) 71 = B1.1 Pass CB PET Weak Good B/line B/line 75% Pass  

A2.1 B1.1 B1.2 A2.1 KET 19 (54%) 20 (80%) 18 (72%) 20 (80%) 71 = A2.1 Pass               KET 34 (97%) 20 (80%) 21 (84%) 20 (80%) 86 = A2.3 Pass Merit CB PET Except Except B/line B/line 82% Pass 

A2.2 A2.2 B1.2 A1.3 PET 17 (49%) 10 (67%) 16 (64%) 20 (80%) 63 = A2.3 
Narrow 
fail CB PET Weak B/line B/line B/line 68% CEFR A2 PET 18 (51%) 8 (53%) 18 (72%) 17.5 (70%) 62 = A2.3 

Narrow 
Fail CB PET Weak B/line Weak B/line 68% CEFR A2 

A2.2 B1.2 B1.2 B1.1 PET 25 (71%) 12 (80%) 21 (84%) 17.5 (70%) 76 = B1.1 Pass CB PET B/line Good Good B/line 81% Pass PET 27 (77%) 9 (60%) 24 (96%) 20 (80%) 80 = B1.2 Pass Plus CB PET Good Except Except B/line 87% Pass Merit 

B1.2 B1.2 B1.2 B1.1 PET 24 (69%) 11 (73%) 20 (80%) 20 (80%) 75 = B1.1 Pass CB PET Weak B/line Good B/line 77% Pass PET 26 (74%) 9 (60%) 25 (100%) 22.5 (90%) 83 = B1.2 Pass Plus CB PET Except Good Except Good 91% Distinction 

A2.2 B1.1 B1.1 A2.2 PET 22 (63%) 11 (73%) 15 (60%) 20 (80%) 68 = A2.3 
Narrow 
fail CB PET Weak B/line Weak B/line 69% CEFR A2 PET 26 (74%) 10 (76%) 22 (88%) 22.5 (90%) 81 = B1.2 Pass Plus CB PET Except Except Good B/line 88% Pass Merit 

A2.1 A2.2 B1.2 A2.2 
KET 

25 (71%) 15 (60%) 22 (88%) 22.5 (90%) 78 = A2.2 Pass plus               
KET 

30 (86%) 19 (76%) 24 (96%) 17.5 (70%) 82 = A2.2 Pass Plus CB PET Weak B/line Except B/line 80% Pass 

        PET 25 (71%) 12 (80%) 22 (88%)                     PET 21 (60%) 10 (76%) 22 (88%) 17.5 (70%) 
71 = B1.1 

Pass Plus CB PET             

A2.2 A2.2 B1.2 B1.1 PET 27 (77%) 11 (73%) 20 (80%) 20 (80%) 78 = B1.2 Pass plus CB PET Weak Good Except'al B/line 82% Pass PET 26 (74%) 9 (60%) 20 (80%) 22.5 (90%) 78 = B1.2 Pass Plus CB PET Good Except Except B/line 92% Distinction 

A2.2 B1.1 B1.3 A2.3 PET 21 (60%) 10 (67%) 18 (72%) 20 (80%) 69 = A2.3 
Narrow 
fail CB PET Weak B/line Weak Weak 62% CEFR A2 PET 22 (63%) 7 (47%) 20 (80%) 17.5 (70%) 67 = A2.3 

Narrow 
Fail CB PET Weak B/line Weak B/line 65% CEFR A2 

A2.2 A2.2 B1.1 B1.1 
PET 

24 (69%) 9 (60%) 18 (72%) 20 (80%) 71 = B1.1 Pass CB PET Weak Weak Weak B/line 61% CEFR A2 
PET 

24 (69%) 7 (47%) 23 (92%) 20 (80%) 74 = B1.1 Pass CB PET Weak B/line Weak B/line 70% Pass 

A2.2 A2.2 B1.2 A2.2 KET 27 (77%) 20 (80%) 22 (88%) 20 (80%) 81 = A2.2 Pass plus               KET 33 (92%) 20 (80%) 24 (96%) 20 (80%) 88 = A2.3 Pass Merit CB PET B/line Good Good B/line 83% Pass 

A2.1 B1.2 B1.2 A2.1 PET 18 (51%) 

8 (53%) 15 (60%) 

17.5 (70%) 

59=A2.3 Narrow 
fail CB PET Weak Good Weak B/line 64% CEFR A2 PET 19 (54%) 7 (47%) 

18 (72%) 

15 (60%) 

59 = A2.3 Narrow 
Fail CB PET Weak B/line Good B/line 70% Pass 

        PET 15 (43%) 4 (27%) 19 (76%)   

  

                PET 17 (49%) 7 (47%) 18 (72%) 15 (60%) 

57 = A2.3 Narrow 
Fail CB PET Weak B/line Weak B/line 74% Pass 

A2.2 A2.2 B1.2 A2.3 PET 19 (54%) 9 (60%) 19 (76%) 17.5 (70%) 

65 = A2.3 Narrow 
fail CB PET Weak Good B/line B/line 72% Pass PET 23 (66%) 7 (47%) 21 (84%) 17.5 (70%) 

69 = A2.3 Narrow 
Fail CB PET B/line Good Except B/line 83% Pass 



How the CEFR sets our course 
parameters 
Entry: 

 KS 1 –below B1 in Speaking and 

Listening 

 KS 2+3 – below B1 in one or more 

skills 

 KS 4+5 – below B2 in one or more 

skills 

 

 

 



B1 is internationally recognised as being 

the level that allows a student to access 

an English-language curriculum 

independently.  



Primary Progression 

 3 streamed levels at each year group 

 Follow Super Minds series of texts – 

most cutting edge on the market: CLIL 

 Level tests 4 times a year 

 Movement within the year levels 

 Can exit from any level if they meet B1 

 



Why LOTE slots? 

 The importance of English academically 

and socially to a student’s daily life at 

BSB 

 Students are still able to participate in 

class literacy activities. 

 The great flexibility of our colleagues in 

the Chinese department. 

 



Secondary 

 5 hours a week 

 KS 3: Cambridge KET and PET  

 A Pass Merit in PET allows exit from 

the programme until Year 9 

 KS4 – FCE, IGCSE: recognised 

university entrance proof of English 

level certificates 



IB English B 

 Standard and Higher level 

 Preparation for demands of IB built into 

the courses in lower years to help 

students not only in English language 

studies but also in other subjects and 

for requirements such as the Extended 

Essay. 



Why is EAL during English and 
not MFL in Secondary? 
 MFL (French, Spanish, Chinese) are 

exam courses in Secondary and it’s 

difficult for students to catch up when 

they exit EAL 

 Main reason: the linguistic demands of 

the study of English literature require 

preparation. 



 
Please click on the video to view 
Mr Gary Cairns, Head of English 
at BSB, talks about the 
relationship between the two 
departments 

 



Exiting the programme 

 

 KS1,2,3 – B1 in all skills 

 

 Primary – level tests 4 times a year 

 

 Secondary – Pass Merit in PET  

 

 



Secondary – Pass Merit in PET  

 

 Why not just a Pass? 

 

 PET tests held in December and May in 

agreement with the English department 

and their progression 



Why can’t a student exit EAL 
after the end of Year 9? 

 

 Demands of IGCSE English literature 

 

 Support needed for other subjects 



What students study: 

In Primary and Secondary 

 Communicative method with a balance of 

skills (reading, writing, listening and speaking) 

+ vocabulary and grammar 

 

Secondary: 

 A combination of levelled materials and 

authentic materials 



Specialized courses and support 

 Academic English option in 10 & 11 

 In-class and withdrawal support 

 ASAs – IELTS, TOEFL, presentation 

skills, homework club 

 Professional development for other 

departments 



Our successes 

 Exam results 

 Number of students exiting the 

programme 

 A former student explains how EAL 

helped him.  

 



External Exam Results 2014 

IGCSE E2L:  A* - C  81% 

 

 

KET PET 

Number of 
students 

30 72 

Fail 0 0 

Pass 19 43 

Pass Merit 5 15 

Distinction 3 3 



Student exit numbers 2013-14 

 225 students (150 Primary + 75 

Secondary) 

 

 Primary: 30 students exited at B1 

 

 Secondary: 20 students exited at B1 

 

 



Herman Year 11 student exited EAL 
in August 2013 at the beginning of 
Year 10.  Received an A grade in 
early-entry IGCSE E2L in May 2014. 
 
Please click the video to hear 
Herman talk about his experience.  
 



Frequently asked questions 

How long does a student need to be on the programme? 

 

Why do some students exit earlier than others? 

 

Will my student miss out on other courses by being in an 

English language programme? 

 

What can I do as a parent to help my child improve their 

English level?  

 



Length of time on programme 
Start Off EAL Time in EAL 

      

7-Jan-13 9-Jan-14 12 mths 

7-Jan-13 9-Jan-14 12 mths 

12/Aug/12 26/Jun/14 22 mths 

12/Aug/12 26/Jun/14 22 mths 

12/Aug/12 26/Jun/14 22 mths 

      

27/Aug/12 26/Jun/14 22 mths 

27/Aug/12 26/Jun/14 22 mths 

27/Aug/12 26/Jun/14 22 mths 

27/Aug/12 26/Jun/14 22 mths 

27-Aug-12 7-Jan-14 17 mths 

      

26/Aug/13 26/Jun/14 10 mths 

26/Aug/13 26/Jun/14 10 mths 

08-Apr-13 26/Jun/14 14 mths 

27-Aug-12 3-Sep-13 12 mths 

5-Mar-13 1-Nov-13 8 mths 

13-Nov-12 1-Nov-13 12 mths 

7-Jan-13 7-Jan-14 12 mths 

      

26/Aug/13 26/Jun/14 10 mths 

27/Aug/12 26/Jun/14 22 mths 

08-Apr-13 26/Jun/14 14 mths 

27/Aug/12 26/Jun/14 22 mths 

1/Feb/12 26/Jun/14 26 mths 

27/Aug/12 26/Jun/14 22 mths 

7-Jan-13 7-Jan-14 12 mths 

27-Aug-13 30-Apr-14 8 mths 

27-Aug-13 30-Apr-14 8 mths 

26-Aug-13 8-May-14 8 mths 

      

27-Aug-12 3-Sep-13 12 mths 

26-Aug-13 30-Apr-14 8 mths 



Why different exit times for 
students? 
 
 Different levels and ages 

 Different strategies 

 Affective conditions 

 Acquisition vs Learning 

 Academic vs social register 

 



European language learning 
times 
 Deutsche Welle suggests A1 is reached with about 75 hours of 

German tuition, A2.1 with about 150 hours, A2.2 with about 225 

hours, B1.1 with about 300 hours, and B1.2 with about 400 

hours.[5] 

 Cambridge ESOL said that each level is reached with the 

following guided learning hours: A2, 180–200; B1, 350–400; 

B2, 500–600; C1, 700–800, and C2, 1,000–1,200.[6] 

 Alliance Française has stated students can expect to reach 

CEFR levels after the following cumulative hours of instruction: 

A1 60–100, A2 160–200, B1 360–400, B2 560–650, C1 810–

950, C2 1060–1200.[7] 

 



Will my child miss out on other 
learning in Secondary? 

 Mr Cairns and Herman 

 

 Reading lines vs reading between lines 

 

 English literary analysis is a set of skills 

not a set list of books. 



How can I help? 

 Overlooked skill : listening 

 

 Reading for pleasure 

 



What doesn’t help? 

 Vocabulary lists  

 

 TOEFL-style study if you are not taking 

TOEFL! 

 



  

 

Questions? 



 
 
Thank you and please come and 
visit! 


