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This Primary handbook will introduce you to the specific 
policies and procedures, which will help you to support your 
child as they become quickly integrated into their life at the 
school. Please take the time to read it through and keep it on 
hand for future reference.

Our school is a member of the Nord Anglia Education (NAE) 
family of international schools. There is no doubt that NAE is 
ambitious for all their schools and all their students. We share 
this ambition and do everything we can to ensure that your 
children achieve their potential, while in our care, whether 
academically, personally or socially.

The Primary School includes students from Year 1 to Year 6. Primary teachers are responsible for building 
on the English and mathematics levels, and in particular, for ensuring that the students' enthusiasm for 
reading is nurtured as they meet increasingly challenging texts. 

As you would expect, the emphasis at this age remains on learning through direct experience, with particular 
attention being given to students' personal, social and emotional development to help them to become 
confident, independent learners. If you have the opportunity to look around our school, I am confident that 
you will be impressed with the warmth of the learning environment, the impressively organised classrooms, 
the quality of the work on display and the supportive relationships between the student and their teachers 
and teaching assistants.

Mathematics, English and science are a major part of the Primary curriculum with other subjects integrated 
into a termly topic. All Primary students are encouraged to have high expectations with excellent work 
portfolios being a feature of the Primary phase.

As you would expect in today’s technological world, there is also a growing emphasis on ICT in all lessons. 
All students benefit from specialist teachers in music, PE and Chinese, and also take part in Primary 
Instrumental Music (PIMs) lessons provided by our peripatetic music experts. This project gives all of our 
Primary students an opportunity to learn to read and write music and to experience the challenge of 
learning a range of instruments.

The Primary students benefit from excellent facilities and resources with a dedicated ICT suite, MacBooks, 
iPads, a theatre, dance studio, guided reading room and age-appropriate sports facilities. The students in 
Years 5 and 6 will also increasingly experience additional specialist lessons, which will help to prepare them 
for the transition into the Secondary School.

At BSG, I have no doubt that you will see your child grow in confidence and in ability in a learning environment 
where they can feel respected and can learn to respect others.

Mark Thomas

Principal

WELCOME FROM THE PRINCIPAL
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I would like to welcome students and parents to the Primary 
School. All our staff look forward to supporting and working 
collaboratively with you during your child’s time at The British 
School of Guangzhou.

The Primary Phase strives to engrain in our students the five 
Core Values of The British School of Guangzhou:

1. Love of Learning

2. Respect

3. Integrity

4. Responsibility

5. Commitment

We have a dedicated and talented team of teachers and teaching assistants who have an array of experience. 
All of our teachers are British qualified and carry a wealth of experience. Many have worked in a number of 
established British and international schools. Classes also benefit from English-speaking teaching assistants. 
They join us from both the local and expatriate community, bringing with them enthusiasm and a variety of 
specialist skills such as sports, music and languages.

In Primary, we follow the English National Curriculum and keep fully up-to-date with the latest and most 
progressive educational developments. We encourage our teachers to create an interesting and vibrant 
curriculum, focusing on a topic-based learning approach. This gives students the chance to study a range of 
learning skills through a particular theme. We are able to include fun and interesting enrichment days, which 
bring learning to life. While academic rigour is extremely important, a love of learning is nurtured through 
understanding the needs of each individual student.

A strong emphasis is placed on the creative arts such as drama and music. Primary Instrumental Music 
Sessions (PIMS) give students the opportunity to learn a musical instrument with their fellow classmates. 
Instruments range from trumpets to violins. We also work collaboratively as a whole team to produce a 
musical extravaganza once a year with all the students taking part in some way. Recent performances include 
Mulan and The Wizard of OZ.

The Primary team believe that the social aspect of learning is important to our students and we are very 
lucky to be able to offer them a variety of opportunities to shine in non-curriculum based activities. This 
includes providing a wide range of  ‘After School Activities’ (ASAs) that take place from Tuesday to Thursday. 
The school also operates a well-established house system. Students represent their houses by competing in 
various sporting and academic events over the course of the year.

Students who are interested in sports can join a variety of teams and may be lucky enough to have the 
opportunity to represent The British School of Guangzhou at the FOBISIA games (Federation of British 
International Schools in Asia).

From Year 3 upwards, students are taken on residential trips. Each year group chooses a location in China 
which links to their topic focus. The students get to experience not only the culture of the area, but also the 
social aspect of staying away from home for up to four nights. 

WELCOME FROM THE HEAD OF PRIMARY
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As well as this, the students also regularly get the chance to visit local Guangzhou attractions on day trips 
throughout the year.

I hope that this handbook gives you an insight into the busy life of the Primary School. Our team work tirelessly 
to ensure that all students feel safe and secure in their learning environment and achieve excellence.

Edward Pearce

Head of Primary
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ENGLISH

English development is the essential basis for all learning. As part of our overall English curriculum, the 
school encompasses the very best aspects of teaching and learning, and of promoting good practice 
in reading, writing (including spelling, punctuation, grammar and handwriting) and communication 
and oracy. The English curriculum currently meets the requirements for the new national curriculum, 
and is fully integrated across the curriculum in order to equip students with a strong command of the 
written and spoken word, and to develop their love of literature.

Developing Phonological Awareness

Early reading begins with the skilled decoding of letters and sounds, allowing children to develop 
their awareness of the pronunciation of unfamiliar words. We currently utilise the Letters and Sounds 
programme of phonics delivery, and the children in Key Stage 1 receive this in short, snappy sessions 
which focus on developing successful decoders. Children on the Letters and Sounds programme have 
their progress tracked meticulously in order to ensure that their learning keeps moving forward.

Reading

Reading is a very important part of a child’s education. We aim to produce students who read easily, 
fluently, and with understanding, and promote the development of the habit of reading widely and 
often, both for pleasure and to seek information. In Primary, we see the partnership between parents 
and school as a vital part of reading development. Your contribution will help your child to achieve his/
her full potential. There are four strands to reading at Primary:

Individual Level Reading: Students read books that are levelled according to the reading age of the 
individual. Students work their way through the levels, at their own rate, until they become free readers.  
Students bring these books home and parents are asked to support their reading. Within the school, 
teachers closely monitor emergent readers and regularly listen to them read individually.

Whole Class  Reading:  Whole  class  reading  is  an  integral  part  of  English  lessons  in  Primary  
and involves the student reading and discussing texts with the teacher and with each other. Whole 
class reading is often the stimulus for writing and speaking and listening activities. As part of the new 
curriculum for English, children will be exposed throughout the year to works by significant children’s 
authors, and will undertake one longer text-based study unit per term

Guided Group Reading: These are regular small group reading sessions, in ability groups, that focus on 
key reading skills and are guided by the teacher. During this time, children will be exposed to a range 
of texts that link with current topic work, and with their chosen significant author, in order to develop 
deep understanding and appreciation of themes and learning contexts.

Library Reading: Students visit the library every week and are able to borrow a wide variety of high- 
quality fiction and non-fiction texts. This is to encourage children to read widely in order to fuel their 
imagination, expose them to a wealth of language and literary heritage, and to encourage them to 
explore their learning in depth by seeking further information on topics of particular interest.
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Writing

In order to write successfully, pupils must learn the rules of punctuation, sentence construction, spelling 
and grammar. At the initial stage of development, the writing will be in the form of the student’s own 
experience. As the students develop, they will be introduced to a variety of writing forms and will be 
confident writers who produce work in many different genres.

All students write regularly as part of their English lessons, they become skilled writers who are able 
to plan, draft and edit their own work. They take part in regular vocabulary building sessions full of  
interactive  activities  to  enhance  their  writing.  In addition to  this,  students  also  complete regular 
extended writing sessions where they develop their writing targets, and this allows teachers to closely 
monitor, assess and track writing progress.

Throughout the school, Nelson Handwriting is the main handwriting scheme used. Students are taught 
the correct letter formations and are encouraged to write fluently and legibly. Teachers issue ‘pen 
licenses’ to those students who are writing in a joined and consistent way and once they receive their 
certificate they are encouraged to use a pen for all written work. The ‘Penmanship Award’ is awarded 
to students who attain an exceptionally high level of handwriting.

Drama

Speaking and listening both play an important part in vocabulary development. In order to express 
their thoughts clearly, students have to develop a wide-ranging vocabulary. Students are given many 
opportunities to develop their oracy skills through interesting and enjoyable drama activities. Our 
English lessons are designed to allow oracy to have a central role at the start of new units of work. We 
recognise that speaking and listening skills directly impact on writing standards. We help to develop 
these skills using a variety of resources including digital technology like iPads.

Ability Groups

When planning a literacy lesson, the teacher will consider the needs of at least three different ability 
groups. During writing activities the teacher and the teaching assistant will each focus with a different 
group in order to deal with the specific needs of those students. Within this focus session they are able 
to assess learning, challenge misconceptions, correct errors, set targets and ensure that even the most 
able are challenged.
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TOPIC

We are fully aware of the need to provide our pupils with a balanced education that reflects their 
experiences and their world.  Our topic provision makes the most of our position as a British curriculum 
school in China, teaching international students. Each year group has a carefully designed curriculum 
to ensure that they learn about Britain, China and the wider world.

As well as knowledge, topic study develops a wide variety of skills in the subjects of art and design, 
design and technology, geography and history as well as cultivating greater individual understanding 
through our Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) programme.

MATHEMATICS

Overview

Mathematics is of central importance to a modern society and as the most widely used subject in 
the world, is central to the curriculum at The British School of Guangzhou. It is our aim that students 
who leave Key Stage 2 (KS2) reach a high level of attainment in maths that enables them to take full 
advantage of the Secondary curriculum. We also aim to promote a healthy, enthusiastic attitude 
towards maths that will stay with them, throughout their studies and beyond.

Curriculum

Maths is taught as a discrete subject, following the English national curriculum through lessons 
equivalent to 1 hour a day.

At The British School of Guangzhou, we use a framework recommended in the new National Curriculum 
to support the teaching, learning and assessment of mathematics making sure that we incorporate 
learning styles that suit and reflect the needs of our students.

Teaching Mathematics

Mathematics lessons take place daily and the unit of work is taught to the whole class. During a typical 
lesson the teacher will work with the whole class, with a group of pupils of similar ability, and when 
required, with individual pupils. Lessons are planned and differentiated accordingly to ensure that 
everyone makes progress and gains positively from the lesson regardless of ability.



11

Primary School

ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE (EAL)

The Primary EAL Programme

Our pre-entry assessment tests are organised by our EAL team and designed to highlight those 
students who will need intensive English support. Students in need of intensive support will be offered 
a conditional place providing EAL places are available in their year group.

There is an additional charge for the programme and EAL students (upwards from Year 3) are withdrawn 
from Mandarin lessons to attend intensive English support in small groups of around 8 students, 3 
hours per week. The aim of the EAL programme is to quickly give these students a level of English that 
will to allow them to cope independently within Primary classes.

• Identify the English words for common household items. 

• Encourage self-study skills, for example dictionary research and web-based learning. 

• Support your child in keeping a diary or writing to friends and family. 

If you would like additional advice on games you can use to develop language skills, you are encouraged 
to make an appointment with a member of the EAL team.

GIFTED AND TALENTED

At The British School of Guangzhou, we believe that all students are entitled to an education that will 
challenge them. We recognise that within our school we will have students who are intellectually, 
physically, creatively or socially more able than others.

Within Primary, our teachers spend as much time working with the most able students as the least able  
and  are  expected  to  plan  a  curriculum  that  is  sufficiently  challenging  for  all  students.  In addition, 
we look for opportunities to provide additional challenges that allow them to use their talents.

Teachers keep a record of students who are high achievers and this information is shared with other 
academic staff to ensure everyone is fully aware of students needs. Subject coordinators regularly 
share strategies for supporting challenge for all students.

The needs of Gifted and Talented students at BSG are primarily served within the classroom by their 
teacher. However on occasions students are selected for targeted intervention programs, planned by 
a subject specialist, to allow them to work on particularly challenging material.

The  aim  is  to  ensure  that  high  ability  students  are  stimulated  and  challenged  throughout  the 
school  day by means of advanced content, accelerated pacing, by encouraging the use of higher order 
thinking skills, independent research, additional projects and the use of materials appropriate to the 
student’s ability.

Some of the practical examples of support programmes for our most able Primary students include:



12

Primary School

•   FOBISIA Maths Competitions

•   Competitive sports teams

•   Problem-solving targeted intervention groups

•   The excellent readers club

•   Leading roles in the KS2 performances

•   FOBISIA  Performing  Arts Festival

•   Primary 'BSG has Talent' competition

•   The Primary orchestra and choir

•   Instrumental ensembles

Please note that these programmes/groups are selective by definition. Students may be nominated or 
may need to undergo an audition or trial.

GLOBAL CAMPUS

Nord Anglia Education’s Global Campus connects students from across the world; allowing them to 
experience diverse perspectives, new and challenging concepts, and a variety of subjects, topics and 
ways of learning. Ranging from Year 4 through to Sixth Form, students are able to give their work a 
global platform, sharing ideas and learning across the Nord Anglia family. 

A Primary Global Campus student will receive a personalised login to the online platform, where they 
are able to interact with other students from across the world. These interactions include a variety 
of forms, such as debates, forums and discussion pages. Challenges and interactive activities are 
frequently shared, from teachers and students, with ample opportunity to discuss and explain answers 
given and encouraged to all students. 

The outstanding feature of Global Campus are the worldwide competitions which are posted termly, 
for all ages to partake in. Last academic term alone, our Primary students took part in a creative writing 
and illustration competition, with shortlists and winners selected from across the Nord Anglia schools. 
With a variety of exciting features to engage with, the Global Campus is firmly embedded in the day-to-
day teaching and learning at The British School of Guangzhou.  

Finally, once the writing has been presented, the students apply their chosen designs and the work 
miraculously comes to life on the page. Students are often surprised at the impressive standard that 
they achieve, which at times surpasses anything they have achieved before. The finished work is 
carefully mounted and displayed within their excellent work portfolio. These portfolios represent a 
very practical way that we demonstrate our commitment to high standards. They are sent home at the 
end of the academic year and are often treasured by students and parents alike. 
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EXCELLENT WORK PORTFOLIOS

A feature of the school is our emphasis on high expectations. Students are encouraged to improve 
certain pieces of work and to present them to a higher level. This represents a considerable amount 
of time and effort but the results speak for themselves.

Students are often surprised at the impressive standard that they achieve, which at times surpasses 
anything they have achieved before. The finished work is carefully mounted and displayed within 
their excellent work portfolio. These portfolios represent a very practical way that we demonstrate 
our commitment to high standards. They are sent home at the end of the academic year and are 
often treasured by students and parents alike.

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

At BSG, all our teachers are experienced at dealing with students with a wide range of needs, including 
some with moderate learning difficulties. On entry to the school, we ask that parents make us aware 
of particular needs in advance in order that we can be fully prepared to support learning from day one.

However, it is important to note that we do not have the specialist staff needed to support students 
with more severe learning needs. During the pre-entry assessment process, students whose needs are 
seen to be more extensive will not be accepted into the school.

School Action

With regards to supporting students who are in the school; if teachers are concerned that a student is 
not learning as expected they will always inform the parents. During a consultation with the parents, 
they will discuss strategies that may help to support the student. The class teacher may also seek 
advice from our Special Educational Needs (SEN) coordinator who will initially observe the student 
in class. Following such an observation, the SEN coordinator may offer a range of strategies and, if 
necessary, an Individual Education Plan (IEP) will be provided to support learning. This will all be done 
with the knowledge of, and the consent of, the parents who play a vital role in supporting learning.

School Action Plus

On occasions, we need to seek more specialist advice and will ask parents to make an appoint-
ment with a child psychologist or speech therapist who can more accurately assess their individual 
difficulties and offer a programme of support. In such cases, parent are responsible for organising 
the assessment but we ask that they share any subsequent reports with the school. Once the area 
of need has been identified, an individual programme of work can be planned in consultation with 
all concerned. This then guides the class teacher and the teaching assistant to provide a structured 
learning programme suited to the child’s needs.

It is important to note that the school cannot provide one to one support for individual students. If 
a report suggests  that  a  student  requires  this  level  of  support  it  will  be  the  responsibility  of  
the parents to meet any additional costs. In such cases a programme of individual support will be 
planned and parents will be informed of the termly costs before deciding whether or not to go ahead. 
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Pupils who are receiving learning support may be supported in class or at other times, individuals or 
groups may be taken out for small group or individual support.

On   occasions ,  parents   may   make   their   own   arrangements   with   a   speech   therapist   or   
child psychologist outside of school. This is perfectly acceptable but we ask that we are kept fully 
informed so all parties can work together to support learning needs.

Our SEN provision takes full account of the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice.

Assessments

Students are continually assessed throughout the year and their progress recorded. We place a high 
emphasis on both formative and summative assessment as we believe this is a vital part of ensuring 
progress in all subjects. Formative assessment takes place daily and allows teachers to adapt their 
lessons  and  units  accordingly.  Teachers  incorporate  the  latest  Assessment  for  Learning  (AFL) 
strategies into their lessons.

End of year summative assessment takes place using the KS1 and KS2 Standard Assessment Tasks 
(SATS). Parents are always kept fully informed with regard to progress made by their son/daughter.

CHINESE

Three hours  of  specialist  Chinese  is  taught per week.

We have two distinctly different curriculums within our Chinese department. On entry to the school 
student join either the Chinese Additional Language (CAL) or the Chinese First Language (CFL) 
programme, with different levels of ability within both programmes.

Chinese Language (CFL1 & CFL2)

To be eligible to enter this programme students need to be native or near-native speakers who use 
Chinese language in their daily lives. They also need to have the potential and motivation to learn to 
read and write Chinese characters. Students entering the school in KS2 with no knowledge of Chinese 
characters are unlikely to be accepted onto this programme.

Chinese Additional Language (CAL1 & CAL2)

Students  who  are  learning  Chinese  as  an  additional  language  will  enter  the  CAL  programme. 
Within BSG, we have a constant stream of new students entering the school most of them with no 
previous experience of Mandarin. To cope with the vastly different abilities and experiences, students 
are placed into one of two different levels within the CAL programme.

Students in both programmes will work towards an IGCSE as First Language Chinese or Mandarin 
Modern Foreign  Language IGCSE.
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MUSIC

Pupils at BSG can enjoy a privileged link with the The Juilliard School, New York, and will undertake a 
unique, bespoke curriculum designed in collaboration between Nord Anglia teaching fellows, and this 
well respected and world-renowned institution. This relationship will enable pupils to experience the 
highest quality of provision for music in the world, and will give them access, and expose them to, the 
finest professional musicians from the Juilliard Alumni.

At BSG, students experience a range of musical activities that integrate performing, composing and 
appraising. The  students  sing  songs  and  play  instruments  with  increasing  confidence,  skill, 
expression and awareness of their own contribution to a group or class performance. They listen to a 
range of live and recorded music from different cultures and times. Typically they will listen to classical, 
folk and popular genres and develop an awareness of well-known composers and performers.

They improvise and develop their own musical compositions, in response to a variety of different 
stimuli with increasing personal involvement, independence and creativity. They explore their thoughts 
and feelings through responding physically, intellectually and emotionally to a variety of music from 
different times and cultures. The students use information and communications technology (ICT) to 
capture, change and combine music and sounds. Pupils in the Primary School receive one session of 
classroom music a week led by a music specialist.

Students are able to join one of our successful Primary Choirs (Lower-Primary Choir and Upper- Primary  
Choir).  These  in-demand  groups  can  be  seen  performing  at  landmarks  in  Guangzhou throughout 
the year and are the envy of all other schools.

Primary Instrumental Music Scheme (PIMS)

We aim for all our Primary students to experience the challenge of learning to play an instrument and 
expect all students to be able to read and write music. We are very keen for every student to discover 
an instrument that they enjoy and the school places significant importance on developing musical 
ability. In addition to normal music lessons, students from Year 1 to Year 6 also receive two instrumental 
lessons a week. The costs for this programme are met within our school tuition fees, rather than being 
an additional cost, and demonstrate our intention to be recognised as a centre of excellence for music.

During instrumental lessons student learn to play an instrument with their class, class teacher and 
teaching assistant. The music tutors are all professional peripatetic instrumental teachers. The 
instruments currently studied within our Primary phase are as follows:

~ Violin

~ Cello

~ Flute

~ Recorder

~ Trumpet

Students then get the opportunity to show off their learning in an end of year PIMS showcase as part 
of their class orchestra!
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Peripatetic Lessons

In addition to our class-based programmes 
our visiting peripatetic teachers are able 
to give individual lessons (an extra charge 
is payable). Currently, there are individual 
lessons on violin, guitar, flute, piano, drums 
and voice. Students come out of their 
normal lessons for half an hour and the 
times rotate each week to avoid missing the 
same lesson each week. Further details of 
the instrumental programme and on how 
to sign up for lessons are available from the 
music department.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

PE Department Aims

•  To provide a dynamic, broad-based and balanced programme based upon national curriculum 	
   guidelines.

•   To provide a positive learning environment for students, that is enjoyable, stimulating and challenging,    
,  no matter what their ability.

•  To improve students’ performances, skills and understanding.

•  To empower students with the ability to accept responsibility, to work co-operatively and positively 	
    with others and have due regard for health, safety and hygiene.

•  To develop students’ creative, sensory and leadership skills.

•  Promote the importance of exercise and fitness in maintaining a healthy, balanced and happy   		
   lifestyle.

PE Curriculum

PE is a compulsory subject within the British national curriculum. Every student takes part in two 
sessions per week covering a range of different sporting activities. We place a high level of importance 
on experiencing various physical activities and aim to encourage an enjoyment of sports that will help 
students to lead a healthy life long after they leave our school.  BSG also has an excellent reputation 
for competitive sports, and our most talented students will have ample opportunities to train and 
compete with the best, including participation in the annual FOBISIA games.

When learning about exercise and health in PE, students will:

1. Participate in a range of indoor and outdoor activities to promote the development of physical skills. 

2. Identify what types of physical activities they enjoy under the following headings: 

    a) Competing with and outwitting opponents – (games activities).

    b) Replication of actions – (gymnastics and dance).

    c) Optimum performance – (athletics, competitive games and swimming).

    d) Creative problem solving – (outdoor adventurous activities).

    e) Refine physical skills – (striking, catching, throwing, running, jumping and skipping).

    f) Learn to swim – (swimming and personal survival).

3. Learn how nutrition, exercise and hygiene contribute to their well-being.
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PE Department Expectations

Dress

All Primary students are expected to wear full PE kit for all lessons. Please note students change into 
PE kit before the  lesson  and  change  back  into  their  school  uniform  after the  lesson.  All  PE  kit 
should be clearly labelled with the students’ name.

PE Kit

A basic PE kit consists of: BSG shorts, BSG t-shirt, BSG tracksuit (optional), long navy football socks 
(for outdoor games) and white ankle socks (for indoor games), and suitable trainers. A one-piece 
swimsuit and swimming cap are also required for swimming lessons. 

Jewellery and watches should not be worn in lessons and long hair must be tied back. The school 
has changing facilities and older pupils are expected to take a shower and should also bring a towel.

Sickness/Injury

In the event that a student is not able to take part in the lesson they must submit a letter (or a note in 
their communication book) from either their parents or a doctor to outline the reasons why. Students 
who cannot take part in a practical way will still be involved in the lesson in the form of leading, 
umpiring, scoring, etc. 

SCHOOL FACILITIES

Overview

We pride ourselves on the facilities we have made available to our students. We can boast a superb 
range of indoor and outdoor spaces that can create new and inventive ways of learning. Covering 
subjects such as music, sport and science, the school caters for everyone and in turn helps to give 
students a new awareness of the skills they learn and the talent they possess. 

New Key Stage 1 Building:

Our new, purpose-built Key Stage 1 building is simply outstanding. It houses modern classrooms, 
the latest technologies and outdoor learning spaces. All this contributes to an environment for 
accelerated student development. It is located at Hillside on the South Lake Campus.

The Theatre

A curtain call is a regular event. The school takes great pride in its ability to introduce students 
to music and drama. The theatre is a vital part of our resources and students are regularly given 
an opportunity to perform, either in class assemblies, musical performance or Key Stage musical 
productions. With professional sound equipment and lighting, a performer can enjoy a taste of the 
limelight and realise their potential in front of students, teachers and parents. 
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Football Pitches

If you consider yourself a sturdy centreback, a lightning left midfielder or a super striker, you may want 
to enlist in the football team or work to improve the skills you already have. We have two artificial 
pitches that are used for PE lessons and after-school activities. As well as football, they provide the 
perfect surface for other sports. With both pitches overlooking the lake, students can enjoy delightful 
surroundings when scoring a hat-trick or defending a late goal before the end of playtime.

The Gym

Our indoor gym area is set-up for a variety of different sports. Basketball, volleyball, dodgeball, football, 
badminton and tennis are just some of the sports that can be accommodated in the gym. This resource 
provides endless sporting opportunities for students during PE lessons and in after school activities.

Basketball Courts

Currently, we have indoor and outdoor basketball facilities that are used regularly during PE lessons 
and at break times allowing students to perfect their skills. These playing surfaces, which are perfect 
for basketball, are also effective for games such as hockey and hosting sports events throughout the 
year. 

Golf Practice Area

Our unique golf practice area is designed to get students into the swing of this sport. This area contains 
a driving range and putting green, overlooking the lake, giving students the perfect location to get to 
grips with their wedges and nine-irons.  

Outdoor Swimming Pool

This facility was added in 2012 and provides students with excellent opportunities to improve their 
swimming technique during lessons and after-school activities. A dedicated changing room and 
shower block stands alongside the pool and provides students with first class facilities for practicing 
the front crawl, breast stroke or butterfly techniques while improving their fitness levels. It is heated 
throughout the year so students can have regular access to this facility.

Library

We find it important to nurture students’ interest in reading. To get your head into a good book, learn 
new words, boost imagination and adapt a story plot into your own writing is a skill that can drive 
you forward through school. We encourage a love of reading and make a point of keeping a regular 
record of what students read and what they enjoy about the books. The library has hundreds of books 
catering for all tastes and suited to the reading abilities of all our students. 

The library also boasts a set of kindles and an e-book collection. If we don’t have the book you would 
like to read, the librarian is able to help you download it. 

The Canteen

We are privileged to have our food and drink provided by Eurest, a catering service company that has 
long been dedicated to the school. At lunchtime, they serve students a sublime selection of Asian and 
Western cuisine, rustled up to give students a healthy and substantial meal for the day. The canteen 
provides a pleasant well-organised setting with a serving area, salad bar and seating. Students can 
socialise with their friends and chat with the teachers while enjoying their meals.  
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Technology

Information technology is essential for future study and employment. From an early age, students 
are taught to navigate computer software with confidence. The ICT suites both provide a bright, 
comfortable environment that is in constant use throughout the day. Each PC is equipped with the 
necessary software needed for students to develop these essential life skills. In addition to an ICT 
suite, students have access to Macbooks, iPads and e-readers. Indeed, every student in Years 4 to 6 
receive an iPad Mini, which is used regularly in the classroom and at home. 

HOUSE SYSTEM

Throughout the school all pupils belong to a house. The main function of the house is to develop a 
sense of identity or belonging, to promote and celebrate achievement and to provide opportunities 
for inter-school competition. Each house is distinguished by name and colour. The names and 
associated colours are:

Normans (Red)

Romans (Blue)

Saxons (Green)

Vikings (Yellow)

On entry to the school, each child will be allocated a house with siblings placed in the same house. A 
balance of male and female students and nationalities will be maintained, wherever possible.

All teachers and teaching assistants are also assigned to a house with four members of staff acting as 
House Leader and being responsible for mentoring the House Captains in organising events. House 
Assemblies are organised on a regular basis with the first meeting of each term being used to discuss 
the responsibilities and roles of the House Captains and to organise elections. Following an election 
one boy and one girl will be chosen to represent their house for one year.

The house system has two parts:

The Individual Merit Scheme

Pupils may be awarded Merit Points for excellent work, impressive answers or outstanding 
achievement within any area of the curriculum.  Class teachers, specialists and teaching assistants 
award points to student verbally or by clearly marking any excellent work in exercise books with a MP 
symbol. 

Merit Points are recorded against the child’s name on a weekly class chart and displayed in the class. 
There are no negative actions and Merit Points cannot be taken away once earned. 
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Each child’s individual weekly totals are then entered onto a class merit record, and progress is tracked 
over a period of one term. Certificates are awarded when students reach the following totals:

Bronze – 25 points

Silver – 50 points

Gold – 100 points

Platinum – 200 points

Team Element

At the end of each week, the house points totals for each class are collated to determine the winning 
house, which is announced in an assembly. House Captains will participate in the assembly and they 
will place their House colours on the school mascot. These weekly totals are tracked throughout the 
year and the overall winner announced during our Awards Day. 

Noteworthy individual achievement i.e. first student receiving bronze, silver, gold or platinum 
certificates are recorded in the newsletter along with the name of the weekly winning house. Each 
term, Primary students begin with zero points, which effectively means that only those student making 
the greatest effort achieve gold or even platinum within one term.

FURTHER INFORMATION

ASAs (After School Activities) 

Each term, students get the chance to take part in new learning experiences after school for nine 
weeks per term. Running for 3 days a week from Tuesdays to Thursdays between 3:00pm and 4:00pm, 
activities offer students the chance to learn new skills and make new friends. Whether a child sees 
themselves as a potential chess wizard, fantastic footballer, ambitious artist or even a gifted golfer, 
there will be opportunities to develop these talents with clubs organised by teachers, parents and 
teaching assistants. In the past, we’ve had ASAs such as table tennis, comic books, art and craft, 
electronic games, ICT, multi-sports, French and many more.         

School Buses

We maintain an efficient bus service that takes students to and from school. Each bus has a bus monitor 
responsible for the health and safety of the students, and to make sure that they travel securely and 
are respectful towards fellow bus users. The South Lake Campus has its own dedicated bus service, 
which provides greater opportunity for us to offer transport to students taking part in ASAs and team 
practices without the limitations of sharing this service with the very youngest students.       

Thank you for reading this publication and we look forward to welcoming your child to The British 
School of Guangzhou!
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